
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE 
SIX EUROPEAN HERITAGE GRAND PRIX WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

 
11 June 2010 – In the unique setting of the 6

th
 century Byzantine church, Aya Irini (Hagia 

Eirene) in Istanbul, Turkey, the European Union and Europa Nostra announced the 6 Grand 
Prix Laureates of the European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards 
during the European Heritage Awards Ceremony last night, 10

 
June 2010. 

        
Six Grand Prix Laureates were chosen from the previously announced 29 Award winners of the 
European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards. All Laureates have 
demonstrated outstanding cultural heritage achievements across Europe and have shown remarkable 
efforts in the various categories. The 6 Grand Prix Laureates have been chosen from among the 139 
entries to the Awards, coming from 26 European countries.  
 
The European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards were jointly launched in 
2002 by the European Commission and Europa Nostra to celebrate extraordinary initiatives within the 
field of Europe's cultural heritage with the aim to promote high standards and high-quality skills in 
conservation practice. The 2010 winners were no exception to this, demonstrating exceptional 
conservation results, research and education efforts, as well as exemplary dedicated service in the field 
of cultural heritage. The European Heritage Awards Ceremony is the highlight of the Europa Nostra 
Annual Congress, taking place in Istanbul from 8-12 June, in the cadre of Istanbul, 2010 European 
Capital of Culture. 
 
The Awards were presented by the EU Commissioner responsible for Education, Culture, 
Multilingualism and Youth, Androulla Vassiliou; the Turkish Minister of Culture and Tourism, 
Ertuğrul Günay; Member of the European Parliament, Doris Pack; and Şekib Avdagić, President of 
the Istanbul 2010 Agency (main sponsors of the Europa Nostra Annual Congress). From Europa 
Nostra, Executive President Denis de Kergorlay, and the appropriate Jury Chairman, also presented 
the Laureates with their certificates.  
 
Europa Nostra’s new President, Placido Domingo, stated in a video address (because of previous 
commitments in Los Angeles) that “Understanding this heritage and respecting the different cultural 
communities and citizens, will bring us close together”. Placido Domingo was elected by acclamation 
as President of Europa Nostra during the General Assembly of 9 June.  
 
 
 
The following Grand Prix winners received a monetary award of €10,000 and all award winners receive 
either a commemorative plaque (for conservation projects) or a trophy (for winners in other categories).  
 
Category 1 – Conservation  
 
Le Collège des Bernardins, Paris (FRANCE) 



“The restoration of the Collège des Bernardins was recognised as an emblematic achievement of 
European heritage conservation. This laudable conservation achievement has revealed an exceptional 
building of medieval civic architecture, and after more than two centuries of neglect, has allowed the 
College to offer once more its gifts of intellectual and spiritual enrichment to contemporary society.”  
 
The Neues Museum, Berlin (GERMANY)  
“The Jury was most impressed with the rebirth of the Neues Museum, situated in the centre of Berlin's 
Museum Island, which secured and restored the historic structures of the ruin, and connected them to 
the surrounding museums. The project was conducted with great elegance and efficiency, resulting in 
an outstanding and exciting example of a sensitive incorporation of groundbreaking contemporary 
architecture into the minimal-reconstruction of the original structure.”  
 
 
The Roman Theatre, Cartagena (SPAIN)  
“The Jury applauds the restoration of the Roman Theatre of Cartagena (Cartago Nova) and its well-
executed integration into the existing urban fabric, as well as its proper conservation and exhibition 
and use for educational and cultural purposes. The new and well designed museum which 
incorporates elements such as the crypt of the Santa Maria Coviesa church and the Pascual de 
Riquelme Palace, has been invaluable in securing the timely regeneration of this area in Cartegena.  
 
Category 2 – Research 
 
The Letters Project, Amsterdam (THE NETHERLANDS) 
“The Jury greatly admires this fascinating project carried out on the letters of Vincent Van Gogh, and 
the incredible opportunity this project has given to an entire community of researchers and 
enthusiasts.  
Thanks to the digitalisation and free internet access of the research, it is now possible to read the 
entire archive of letters of the painter in their original version and in translation. It is truly exciting to see 
the reproduction of the original letters and their iconographic references. The project is an example to 
the world of how effective it is to diffuse and spread significant items of cultural heritage, contributing 
to the safeguard of the original autograph material.”  
 
Category 3 – Dedicated Service  
 
Nils Vest, Copenhagen (DENMARK) 
“The jury appreciates Mr Vest's objective of demonstrating how architectural heritage and culture 
move from one European country to another. His use of film to raise public awareness for cultural 
heritage, and his life-long dedication were especially praised, as was his perseverance through 
adverse circumstances. He has succeeded in speaking for architecture in a matter-of-fact and 
affectionate voice and has made an impact on a vast audience.”  
 
 
Category 4 – Education, Training and Awareness-Raising 
 
The Baerwaldbad - Conservation of a Public Bath House through Vocational Training, Berlin 
(GERMANY)  
“The prize awarded to this project recognises the exceptional achievement of a rich social project 
which synchronised a socially vulnerable population with an architectural project of great worth. By 
revealing forgotten cultural influences and by training young people in the techniques of restoration, 
this project allowed a strong sense of reclaiming cultural elements forgotten by previous generations, 
and thus shows a way to safeguard historical inheritance in harmony with the social evolution which 
must be engaged in by modern European cities. It also afforded the participants an enriching 
opportunity to integrate both socially and professionally.”  
 
 
END 
 
For more information about the awards programme and the winners, please contact: 
Elena Bianchi, Europa Nostra Heritage Awards (eb[a]europanostra.org  or +31 70 302 40 58) 
Laurie Neale, Europa Nosta Communications (ln[a]europanostra.org  or +31 70 302 40 55) 
 
Photos of all Award winners are now available on the Europa Nostra website.  
 



 
 
 
EU PRIZE FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE / EUROPA NOSTRA AWARDS - 2011 Edition 
 
The deadline for next year’s Awards is 1 October 2010. Winners of the 2011 competition will be 
celebrated in Amsterdam in June 2011.  
See www.europanostra.org/heritage-awards/ for information and entry forms. 
 
 

 

ANNEX  -  Complete list of award winners (listed alphabetically by country)  

Category 1 - Conservation  

 The Nodkette Cableway-Stations, Innsbruck, AUSTRIA   

 L’Ancienne Fonderie de la Société Alsacienne de Construction 
Mécanique (SACM), Muhlouse, FRANCE   

 Le Collège des Bernardins, Paris, FRANCE  -  GRAND PRIX WINNER 

 The Sarcophagi of the Dukes of Pomerania, Wolgast, GERMANY 

 The Neues Museum, Berlin, GERMANY -  GRAND PRIX WINNER 

 The ancient tower at Horio-Aghia Triada and the adjacent buildings of 
later times, Amorgos, GREECE 

 The Natural, Archaeological and Historic Heritage of the National 
Observatory, Athens, GREECE 

 Ancient City Walls and Fortifications of 'sHertogenbosch, THE 
NETHERLANDS  

 The Westergasfabriek, Amsterdam, THE NETHERLANDS  

 The Monastery of Santa Clara-A-Velha, Coimbra, PORTUGAL  

 The Roman Theatre Museum, Cartagena, SPAIN -  GRAND PRIX WINNER  

 The Descalzos Church, Ecija, SPAIN  

 The Royal town of San Ildefonso, SPAIN 

 The Sultan's Pavilion of the Yeni Mosque, Istanbul, TURKEY 

 St Davids Bishop’s Palace, St Davids, UNITED KINGDOM 

 St. Martin-in-the-Fields, London, UNITED KINGDOM 

  

  

Category 2 - Research  

 Restoration Study  for the Horní Hrad of the Bečov State Castle, Bečov, 
CZECH REPUBLIC 

http://www.europanostra.org/heritage-awards/


 Sacred Timber Architecture in Carpathian: Building Archaeology of 
Selected Objects in West Ukraine, Munich, GERMANY 

 Restoration Study for the Tempesta's Fortress, Noale, ITALY 

 The Letters Project of Vincent van Gogh, Amsterdam, THE 

NETHERLANDS  -  GRAND PRIX WINNER 

  

  

Category 3 - Dedicated service  

 Commission to Preserve National Monuments, Sarajevo, BOSNIA and 

HERZEGOVINA 

 Nils Vest, Copenhagen, DENMARK  -  GRAND PRIX WINNER 

 Ludmilla V. Shaposhnikova, Moscow, RUSSIAN FEDERATION. 

  

  

Category 4 - Education, training and awareness-raising 

 REMPART: Bénévoles et volontaires pour la sauvegarde du patrimoine, 
Paris FRANCE 

 The East Eifel Volcano Park, Plaidt GERMANY 

 The Baerwaldbad - Conservation through Vocational Training of an old 
Public Bath House, Berlin GERMANY  -  GRAND PRIX WINNER 

 Empathic Archaeology - On storytelling and identity, Borger THE 
NETHERLANDS 

 Discovering the Museum - Youth Educational Project, Sibiu ROMANIA 

 Faith in Maintenance, London UNITED KINGDOM  

 
 
* Notes to editors: 

 
Europa Nostra represents some 250 non-governmental organisations, 150 associate organisations and 1500 individual members 
from more than 50 countries who are fully committed to safeguarding Europe’s cultural heritage and landscapes. Together, we 

provide a powerful network for dialogue and debate, we celebrate the best heritage achievements; we campaign against threats to 
vulnerable heritage buildings, sites and landscapes, and we lobby for sustainable policies and high quality standards with regard to 
heritage. 

 
European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards  
Categories for the awards range from the restoration of buildings and/or their adaptation to new uses, to quality interventions in historic 

settings and urban or rural landscape rehabilitation, to archaeological site interpretations, and care for art collections. Also awarded 
are research projects in the heritage field, education and awareness-raising initiatives related to cultural heritage, and dedicated 
service to heritage conservation by individuals or organisations.  

Information and photos of winners from past editions of the Awards scheme can be viewed on the Europa Nostra website, as well as in 
the yearly dedicated Awards publications. 
 

Prize Recipients from Category 1 (Conservation) will receive a commemorative plaque (seen above) to be placed outside the 
building to serve as a reminder of the impressive and noteworthy efforts to preserve Europe’s built heritage. These medals can be 
spotted across Europe at previous awarded projects from the last seven award ceremonies and this year’s winners will soon be able  

to join this prestigious group. Recipients from remaining Categories, receive a bronze trophy. 
 
The Awards Scheme is organised also with the kind support of ACLEU- Association of Charity Lotteries in the European Union 
(www.acleu.eu) and Les Hénokiens – Association of family and Bicentenary Companies (www.henokiens.com) 

 
For more information see www.europanostra.org/heritage-awards/ 


