
 

 

Istanbul, 19 January 2015 

 

Mrs Demet Sabancı Çetindoğan 

President 

ONE Association 

 

Dear Mrs Sabancı Çetindoğan,  

Dear Demet, 

Since the launch event organised by your association last October in 

Istanbul, your heritage association ONE and Europa Nostra, the European 

federation of cultural heritage organisations of which I am the President, as 

well as our country representation Europa Nostra Turkey, have started 

developing a close relationship over the last couple of months, ever since 

the launch event organised by your association last October in Istanbul. It 

was a therefore a great pleasure for me to meet you in person last Saturday 

upon my arrival in Istanbul where I shall be performing tonight.  

Last Saturday, I was very glad to learn more about the mission of your 

association and especially about the first important heritage project you are 

currently bringing to the world's attention, namely the archaeological site of 

Göbekli Tepe. I understand that this earliest human monument, dating back 

12.000 years, will be presented this week in Paris at the UNESCO 

headquarters with the participation of stakeholders from around the globe. 

Europa Nostra's Executive President Denis de Kergorlay, as well our 

Secretary-general Sneška Quaedvlieg-Mihailovic, will be representing 

Europa Nostra on this occasion thus confirming our organisation's support 

to this worthy heritage cause. Göbekli Tepe is a unique and important 

archaeological site which certainly fully deserves to be inscribed - sooner 

rather than later - on the UNESCO World Heritage List. 

Not only as President of Europa Nostra but also in my capacity as 

UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador I want to add my personal voice of support 

to the voice of many other personalities who have spoken out in support of 



 

the importance of Göbekli Tepe for the world. Its fragile location in the 

eastern part of Turkey, relatively close to the on-going conflict in Syria, 

adds poignancy to your awareness campaign.  

Göbekli Tepe, which was a meeting place between the peoples of east and 

west, represents a true beginning of civilisation. It celebrates our common 

humanity. The future we are facing poses many challenges. We humans 

have many good traits such as compassion and tolerance, but we also 

have an inclination to concentrate too much of our efforts on whatever sets 

us apart from others. Göbekli Tepe can help us to understand our shared 

past and our collective roots as human beings in a way few other 

monuments and sites can. The struggles and conflicts which divide us 

today are ripples on the vast ocean of time. Ancient Göbekli Tepe shows us 

the stillness and depth of history and offers us an opportunity to rediscover 

who we really are and to re-connect to our common humanity. Is it not a 

genuine symbol for the fact that all humans are but one huge tribe, on a 

small blue planet in an endless universe?  

As President of EUROPA NOSTRA, and also as UNESCO Goodwill 

Ambassador, I wholeheartedly support your efforts to celebrate and 

safeguard Turkey's cultural heritage in general, and Göbekli Tepe in 

particular. 

Wishing to you personally and to the entire team of the ONE association, as 

well as to your various partners and supporters, a very successful event in 

Paris and looking forward to our future encounters and cooperation,  

Respectfully and cordially yours, 

 

Plácido Domingo 

President of Europa Nostra 

UNESCO Good Will Ambassador 

 


