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PRESS RELEASE
Grimsby Ice Factory among 

the 7 most endangered heritage sites in Europe
The Hague / Luxembourg, 15 March 2018 – Europa Nostra, the leading heritage organisation in Europe, and the European Investment Bank Institute have announced the most threatened heritage sites in Europe for 2018: the Post-Byzantine Churches in Voskopoja and Vithkuqi in Albania, the Historic Centre of Vienna in Austria, the Buzludzha Monument in Bulgaria, the David Gareji Monasteries and Hermitage in Georgia, the Constanta Casino in Romania, the Prinkipo Greek Orphanage in Princes' Islands in Turkey, and the Grimsby Ice Factory in the United Kingdom. 

These gems of Europe’s cultural heritage are in grave danger, some due to neglect or inadequate development, others due to a lack of expertise or resources. Experts from Europa Nostra and the European Investment Bank Institute, together with other partners and the nominators, will visit the 7 selected sites and meet with key stakeholders in the coming months. The multidisciplinary teams will provide technical advice, identify possible sources of funding and mobilise wide support to save these heritage landmarks. The specialists will formulate feasible action plans for the listed sites by the end of the year. 

This new list of 7 Most Endangered is announced during the European Year of Cultural Heritage, which celebrates Europe’s shared cultural heritage - at EU, national, regional and local level - and aims to encourage Europe’s citizens to discover and engage with the cultural heritage. Previous lists were published in 2013, 2014 and 2016.

Maestro Plácido Domingo, President of Europa Nostra, stated: “This newest list of 7 Most Endangered comprises rare treasures of Europe’s cultural heritage that are in danger of being lost. The local communities are deeply committed to preserving these important examples of our shared heritage but need broader European support. I therefore call on local, regional, national and European stakeholders, both public and private, to join forces to secure a viable future for these sites.”

Francisco de Paula Coelho, Dean of the European Investment Bank Institute, said: “The ongoing European Year of Cultural Heritage provides an ideal framework for the launch of this fourth list of 7 Most Endangered sites. A recent evaluation of the previously selected sites and monuments has shown impressive progress with a number of them, and it has also substantiated the capacity of investment in cultural heritage to generate multiple benefits, notably also at the socio-economic levels. We are therefore hopeful that the sites included on this new list will be saved for future generations, thanks to a combined public and private support.”
Henrietta Billings, Director of SAVE Britain’s Heritage, which nominated the Grimsby Ice Factory for the 7 Most Endangered programme 2018, said: “This selection of the Ice Factory shows not only how important this magnificent building is in Grimsby – but it highlights its national and European significance too. The deterioration of the Ice Factory has been going on for too long – and we hope this high level European expertise will help the owners and local groups find new uses for it – and reveal its potential as a catalyst for regeneration of this part of the docks”. 

Simon Bird, Director of the Associated British Ports in the Humber, the land owner of the Grimsby Ice Factory, commented: “We welcome this news. The Ice Factory has long been regarded with nostalgic affection by the people of Grimsby but it has declined over decades due to being a particularly challenging building to find ideas for suitable future use. We welcome the involvement of Europa Nostra and look forward to working with them on their ideas for a new future for the Ice Factory”.

The 7 Most Endangered for 2018 were selected by the Board of Europa Nostra from the 12 sites shortlisted by a panel of specialists in history, archaeology, architecture, conservation, project analysis and finance. Nominations were submitted by civil society or public bodies which form part of Europa Nostra’s network of member and associate organisations from all over Europe. 

The 7 Most Endangered programme was launched in January 2013 by Europa Nostra with the European Investment Bank Institute as founding partner. It was inspired by a successful similar project run by the US National Trust for Historic Preservation. The 7 Most Endangered is not a funding programme. Its aim is to serve as a catalyst for action and to promote “the power of example”. It has the support of the Creative Europe programme of the European Union, as part of Europa Nostra’s network project ‘Sharing Heritage - Sharing Values’.
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Grimsby Ice Factory, United Kingdom

The Grimsby Ice Factory dates from 1900 and is a substantial Grade II* listed red brick industrial building within Grimsby Docks. Grimsby was the world's foremost fishing port at the turn of the 20th century with a fishing fleet of some 700 boats. The Factory was designed by the engineer W. F. Cott and commenced operation in 1901 to supply the ice for fish packing and onwards transportation, around the UK, to Europe, and further afield in a period before refrigeration.
Whilst Grimsby's fishing industry has declined in recent years, the Ice Factory remains the most striking physical testament to the former greatness of the town. It is understood to be the earliest surviving ice factory in the United Kingdom, and the sole survivor, with its machinery, of this building type from this period. The site is arguably the most prominent physical reminder of Grimsby’s fishing and maritime heritage, the largest fishing port in the world at the start of the 20th century, and consequently it has substantial value to the local community, demonstrated in the founding of the Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust, a local organisation that aims to restore and reuse the building.
In addition to the Ice Factory itself, the area in which it is located – the Kasbah – has national and international significance. The Kasbah, included on the 2014 World Monuments Watch List, is a compact area of 19th- and 20th- century buildings - notably smokehouses - streets and alleyways, which contain many fish-processing and fish-related historic buildings. Whilst currently in a depressed state, the Kasbah and the buildings have great potential to be revived. Following the controversial demolition of a street of historic buildings in the Kasbah in 2016, and the subsequent public outcry, the remaining streets of the Kasbah have recently been designated a Conservation Area (October 2017).
The Ice Factory is outside the boundaries of the new Conservation Area. It has been in a state of serious decline since its closure in 1990, with no maintenance or repair work being carried out since that time and the Factory has remained in private ownership. The roof is now severely damaged allowing water into the interiors, and much of its metal work, including copper from the cupola, and electrical fittings have been stolen. There remains a serious concern about the building's continuing state of deterioration and there have been threats of demolition.
The vast size of the building and its spaces lends itself well to a variety of uses, and a mixed use approach would ensure that the scheme would be financially viable. A development proposal initiated by the Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust, estimated to potentially create upwards of 125 jobs, has so far been unsuccessful in securing funding for the development, resulting in the future of the Ice Factory remaining uncertain. The nominator of the Grimsby Ice Factory is SAVE Britain’s Heritage.
Background information

Europa Nostra is the pan-European federation of heritage NGO’s which is also supported by a wide network of public bodies, private companies and individuals. Covering more than 40 countries in Europe, the organisation is the voice of civil society committed to safeguarding and promoting Europe’s cultural and natural heritage. Founded in 1963, it is today recognised as the most representative heritage network in Europe. Plácido Domingo, the world-renowned opera singer, is the President of the organisation.
Europa Nostra campaigns to save Europe's endangered monuments, sites and landscapes, in particular through the 7 Most Endangered programme. It celebrates excellence through the EU Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards. It also contributes to the formulation and implementation of European strategies and policies related to heritage, through a structured dialogue with European Institutions and the coordination of the European Heritage Alliance 3.3. Europa Nostra has strongly promoted and is actively contributing to the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018.
The European Investment Bank Institute (EIBI) was set up within the EIB Group (European Investment Bank and European Investment Fund) to promote and support social, cultural, and academic initiatives with European stakeholders and the public at large. It is a key pillar of the EIB Group’s community and citizenship engagement.  More information on http://institute.eib.org
Creative Europe is the EU programme that supports the cultural and creative sectors, enabling them to increase their contribution to jobs and growth. With a budget of €1.46 billion for 2014-2020, it supports organisations in the fields of heritage, performing arts, fine arts, interdisciplinary arts, publishing, film, TV, music, and video games as well as tens of thousands of artists, cultural and audiovisual professionals. The funding allows them to operate across Europe, to reach new audiences and to develop the skills required in the digital age. 
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