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PRESS RELEASE
Bulgarian Ministry of Culture will accelerate the procedure of Monument designation
to the Buzludzha Monument
The Deputy Minister of Culture, Mr. Rumen Dimitrov, confirmed that the procedure for giving national protected status to the Buzludzha Monument in Bulgaria will be accelerated. This statement was made during the mission to Buzludzha undertaken from 26-28 September by European experts from Europa Nostra, the leading heritage organisation in Europe, and the European Investment Bank Institute (EIBI). The building was listed by Europa Nostra and the EIBI among the 7 Most Endangered heritage sites in Europe in 2018. The nomination was made by the Buzludzha Project Foundation, represented by the architect Ms. Dora Ivanova, who has been leading the initiative for the preservation of the monument since 2015. The key findings and recommendations of the mission will be published in a report by the end of 2018.

The European delegation of specialists in cultural heritage and finance had productive meetings with national and local authorities – namely the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Valeri Simeonov, the Deputy Minister of Culture, Mr. Rumen Dimitrov, and the Regional Governor of Stara Zagora, Ms. Gergana Mikova. They also met the architect of the Monument, Mr. Georgi Stoilov. The stakeholders promised their full co-operation in the preservation of the monument. 

During the inspection of the monument the experts were amazed by its striking and outstanding modern architecture which is of European value and were shocked by its derelict condition. The delegates were impressed by the creativity and the skills used to create the monument, namely the craftsmanship for the mosaics and marble, and its beautiful natural setting. The experts acknowledged that Buzludzha is part of the collective memory of Bulgaria and Europe and therefore its preservation is of European significance. 
The experts’ opinion is that the monument should be preserved and used for cultural and educational activities and that it should become a place for gathering and events related to history and art. 
The European delegates recommend urgent action to stop the deterioration with proposed funding through the European Cohesion Funds. A pre-condition for this funding is that the monument has national protected status, which should be obtained soon.

Parallel to these procedures the preparation work, such as building scanning and structural surveys, must be done. The Regional Governor, Mrs. Mikova, announced that the University of Architecture, Civil Engineering and Geodesy will carry out the needed actions on a voluntary basis.

The European experts, who undertook the mission to the Buzludzha Monument, are:

Mr. Graham Bell: architect, project manager and educator, from the United Kingdom

- Board Member of Europa Nostra

- UK national coordinator for 2018 European Year of Cultural Heritage

- Director of the North of England Civic Trust (NECT) and the Hungarian Renaissance Foundation -

leading heritage organisations in England and Hungary
Mr. Laurent Lévi-Strauss: PhD in Sociology, from France

- Board Member of Europa Nostra

- Former Deputy Director of the Division of Cultural Heritage at UNESCO for 15 years

- Former Deputy Director of the French National Academy of Fine Arts (Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts) at the French Ministry of Culture

Mr. Mario Aymerich: engineer, professor in Transport Planning and Economics, from Spain

- Technical Advisor to the European Investment Bank Institute

- Former Director of the Environment and Regional Development Department of the European Investment Bank

- Former Managerial Advisor to the Director General of the Projects Directorate of the European Investment Bank

The Buzludzha Monument is a masterpiece of architecture, engineering and art. The unique structure was built in 1981 as the House-Monument of the Bulgarian Communist Party. The structure was used for just 8 years until the end of the Communist regime in Bulgaria in 1989. Soon afterwards, the Buzludzha Monument was abandoned and has since been victim to thefts, vandalism and severe weather conditions. The building still attracts attention thanks to its gravity-defying architecture and its colourful mosaics, which cover 1,000m² of the building’s interior. A total of 70,000 tons of concrete, 3,000 tons of reinforced steel and 40 tons of gilded glass were used. Some 6,000 people laboured on the construction work, which was financed by donations from the entire Bulgarian nation. Today despite efforts to preserve the building, it is still crumbling and highly endangered. However, its recovery is still possible.
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	TO FIND OUT MORE
www.buzludzha-project.com
www.buzludzha-monument.com
www.facebook.com/buzludzhaproject
http://7mostendangered.eu/
www.europanostra.org/7-most-endangered-news
twitter.com/europanostra
youtube.com/user/EuropaNostraChannel


Background information
The 7 Most Endangered programme
The 7 Most Endangered programme identifies endangered monuments and sites in Europe and mobilizes public and private partners on a local, national and European level to find a viable future for those sites. The programme was launched in 2013 by Europa Nostra with the European Investment Bank Institute as founding partner and the Council of Europe Development Bank as associated partner. It was inspired by a successful similar project run by the US National Trust for Historic Preservation. The 7 Most Endangered is not a funding programme. It is a catalyst for action and promotes “the power of example”. The 7 Most Endangered is supported by the Creative Europe programme of the European Union, as part of Europa Nostra’s networking project ‘Sharing Heritage – Sharing Values’.

Since 2013, 29 threatened monuments and heritage sites from 19 countries across Europe have been selected for the 7 Most Endangered. The first list was published in 2013, the second list in 2014, the third list in 2016 and the fourth list in 2018, during the European Year of Cultural Heritage. In 2016, the Venice Lagoon in Italy was declared the most endangered heritage site in Europe.

An international advisory panel, comprising specialists in history, archaeology, architecture, conservation and finance, meet to discuss the applications submitted to the 7 Most Endangered programme and to shortlist the most threatened monuments and sites. The final list of 7 sites is selected by the Board of Europa Nostra. 
Heritage and financial experts from Europa Nostra and the European Investment Bank Institute undertake missions to the 7 sites, together with the nominators. The multidisciplinary teams assess the sites and help formulate a feasible action plan for each of them, in close cooperation with national and local public and private stakeholders. The results and recommendations of these missions are summarised in technical and financial reports. The programme partners assist with the implementation of these reports.
Europa Nostra
Europa Nostra is the pan-European federation of heritage NGO’s which is also supported by a wide network of public bodies, private companies and individuals. Covering more than 40 countries in Europe, the organisation is the voice of civil society committed to safeguarding and promoting Europe’s cultural and natural heritage. Founded in 1963, it is today recognised as the most representative heritage network in Europe. Plácido Domingo, the world-renowned opera singer, is the President of the organisation.
Europa Nostra campaigns to save Europe's endangered monuments, sites and landscapes, in particular through the 7 Most Endangered programme. It celebrates excellence through the EU Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards. It also contributes to the formulation and implementation of European strategies and policies related to heritage, through a structured dialogue with European Institutions and the coordination of the European Heritage Alliance 3.3. Europa Nostra is an official partner and has been greatly contributing to the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018.

European Investment Bank Institute

The European Investment Bank Institute (EIBI) was set up within the EIB Group (European Investment Bank and European Investment Fund) to promote and support social, cultural, and academic initiatives with European stakeholders and the public at large. It is a key pillar of the EIB Group’s community and citizenship engagement.  More information on http://institute.eib.org
Creative Europe

Creative Europe is the EU programme that supports the cultural and creative sectors, enabling them to increase their contribution to jobs and growth. With a budget of €1.46 billion for 2014-2020, it supports organisations in the fields of heritage, performing arts, fine arts, interdisciplinary arts, publishing, film, TV, music, and video games as well as tens of thousands of artists, cultural and audiovisual professionals. The funding allows them to operate across Europe, to reach new audiences and to develop the skills required in the digital age. 
Buzludzha Project Foundation
The Buzludzha Project Foundation is a Bulgarian NGO that campaigns to preserve the Buzludzha Monument. It was founded in 2015 by the Bulgarian architect Dora Ivanova. The organisation raises awareness and support for the preservation of the Monument among both political and professional communities, the media and the general public at national and international level. The activities carried out by the Foundation have led to a comprehensive reassessment of the monument and the re-evaluation of the socio-economic value of the site.
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