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—FoeusMeeting #2
—Heritage for the Future —

The European Commission and the European
Education and Culture Executive Agency are
putting in place a series of “Focus Meetings” to
discuss key policy issues linked to the
objectives of the Creative Europe Programme
and other challenges that Europe faces today.
These meetings, which took place in 2023 and
will continue in 2024, are organised in
partnership with a leading Network, or with a
group of Networks with the required expertise.
They are primarily open to all interested
Creative Europe networks but could also
involve interested Creative Europe-funded
platforms or projects, as well as other
stakeholders.

The first such Focus Meeting took place in Lyon
(France) on the theme of “Independence &
Youth” and was co-organised and hosted by
the Reset! Network.

The second Focus Meeting took place in Venice
(Italy) on the occasion of the European Cultural
Heritage Summit 2023. It created a space for
dialogue and exchanges on the theme of
‘European values, citizenship and sense of
belonging through cultural heritage’. It was co-
organised and hosted by Europa Nostra in the
magnificent premises of the Venice Gardens
Foundation, winner of a European Heritage
Award [ Europa Nostra Award 2023 in category
Conservation and Adaptive Reuse.
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Programme

Focus Meeting #2

— European values, citizenship and sense of belonging through
cultural heritage

Moderator: Jimmy Jamar, Head of the Brussels Office of Europa Nostra

9:00 - 9:15
REGISTRATION

9:30 - 10:30
OPENING SESSION
Welcome by:

 Alejandro Ramilo, Project Advisor, European Education and Culture Executive
Agency, European Commission
» Sneska Quaedvlieg-Mihailovic, Secretary General of Europa Nostra

Presentation of the European Commission Report
“CULTURE AND DEMOCRACY - THE EVIDENCE" AND APPEAL FOR
INFORMATION

by Angelos Agalianos, Policy Officer, DG EAC, European Commission

Initial Discussion in reaction to the European Commission Report and to the
Appeal for Information

10:15 - 10:45 Coffee Break
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1045 - 12.15
INSPIRATIONAL AWARD-WINNING PRACTICES
Followed by the continuation of the exchange of views with Networks

Museum of Literature Ireland (MolLl), Ireland, winner of an European Heritage
Award [ Europa Nostra Award 2023 category Citizens Engagement and
Awareness-raising

MolLl operates as a new, values-driven museum with a mission to engage everyone,
particularly those who may not typically engage with the literary artform. This community
museum in Dublin has established itself as a strong advocate for engagement and
inclusivity. Through educational programmes, broadcasts and lectures, they effectively
reach diverse communities, including marginalised groups with a solid methodology and a
strong bottom-up approach.

A.R.A.- Architecture.Restoration.Archaeology, Romania, winner of the first Costa
Carras European Citizens Awards for the Safeguard of Endangered Cultural and
Natural Heritage 2023

ARA - the Association Architecture. Restoration. Archaeology was established in 2006, as a
non-governmental, and not-for-profit organisation, with the mission to help rescue and
preserve cultural heritage, relying on the joint contribution of research, professional
practice, and community action. Since its first moments ARA began to be involved in the
struggle to save Rosia Montana, the famous ancient gold mining site threatened by new
extensive open-cast mining development. In its sixteen years of actions developed on the
ground in Rosia Montana, and advocating for it in and outside Romania, ARA has succeeded
to build a network of people and to save and restore historic buildings and works, creating a
continuously increasing emulation and impact. Ten years ago, its flagship project was born,
Adopt a House at Rosia Montana, and a community started to grow around it, both locally
and remotely.

12.15-12.30
WRAP-UP AND CLOSING REMARKS

» Alejandro Ramilo, Project Advisor, European Education and Culture Executive
Agency, European Commission
 Cristina Loglio, Vice-President of Europa Nostra
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Concept

European citizens are facing unprecedented challenges. This Focus Meeting for
European Networks and Projects supported by the Creative Europe programme
considered a) the role of heritage - both cultural and natural - in strengthening
European values and citizenship, advancing the European idea and ideals and
furthering a sense of belonging to a wider European community; and b) the role of
education in strengthening civic engagement for a healthy democracy to overcome
the challenges of the Europe of today.

The programme of this second Focus Meeting of the Creative Europe Networks
included insights from a winner of the European Heritage Awards / Europa Nostra
Awards 2023 (the Museum of Literature Ireland, MoLl) and the winner of the first
Costa Carras European Citizens Awards for the Safeguard of Endangered Cultural
and Natural Heritage (A.R.A.-Architecture.Restoration.Archaeology). These
organisations shared their experience of effective civic-oriented partnerships
between cultural and educational actors— at European, national, regional and local
level. They also shared examples from their experience in the design and
implementation of such partnerships.

Hosted in the frame of the European Cultural Heritage Summit 2023 in the World
Heritage city of Venice, this Focus Meeting took place alongside the European
Heritage Hub Community of Practice Forum (28 September, morning), and the
European Policy Agora (29 September), the respective themes of which were:
“Reimagining the Anthropocene: Putting Culture and Heritage at the Heart of
Climate Action” and “Towards a European Cultural Citizenship”, as well as the
European Heritage Awards Ceremony (28 September, evening).

This Focus Meeting was therefore an opportunity to discuss best practices of
fostering democratic life in the realms of community driven heritage inclusion, and
ways to acquire knowledge from local communities and thus to reconnect with
citizens. As one meeting in part of a wider summit, it also provided an opportunity
to develop and explore synergies with other themes which have relevance to
European values, citizenship and the sense of belonging through cultural heritage.
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—Context &
L forinf r

In a world of rapid change and growing geo-political uncertainty, culture and
cultural heritage have gained renewed meaning, visibility and importance. The
return of war in Europe has become the greatest threat to our shared values. The
European Cultural Heritage Summit vividly recalled that the occupying Russian
forces in Ukraine are systematically targeting and destroying the cultural heritage
of Ukraine as part of a strategy to undermine Ukrainian democracy and identity.
At the same time, democracy in Europe is under pressure, with populist and
extreme right parties on the rise. There are also fears of attacks on democracy,
foreign interference and disinformation in the runup to the next European
Parliament elections.

All these threats point to the need to enhance cohesion, foster European identity
and safeguard democratic security. The role of education and of heritage was
evoked in the recent Council of Europe Reykjavik Declaration, where European
leaders recalled that we are “united around our values.” Further, in June 2023,
the European Commission’s report Culture and Democracy: the Evidence
demonstrated that citizen’s participation in cultural activities has a clear and
positive statistical correlation with civic engagement, democratic attitudes and
social cohesion . Itillustrated, with evidence, the many ways in which citizens’
participation in cultural activities strengthens civic engagement, democracy and
social cohesion.

With democracy under pressure worldwide, the potential of culture and heritage
as drivers of cohesion and of a European identity is becoming more evident.
Embodying and reflecting the founding values of the European Union, culture and
cultural heritage can enhance Europe’s role in the world and help restore people’s
confidence in the European project. In 2021, the Portuguese Presidency of the
Council of the EU helped underline this huge potential of culture with its launch
of the Porto Santo Charter, a guiding map of principles and recommendations for
applying and developing a working paradigm for cultural democracy in Europe.

Work in this direction is the European Commission’s next step. In the spirit of the
Porto Santo Charter, the European Union's 2023-2026 Work Plan for Culture
(agreed between the European Commission and the Member States) includes an
action entitled Culture and promoting democracy: towards cultural citizenship in
Europe.
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This action stipulates that: Cross-sectoral synergies between schools, cultural
organisations, civil society and other actors must be established, in order to fully harness
the transformative potential of culture for enhancing democracy. As part of its effort to
deliver on this mandate, in 2024-2025 the European Commission will collect existing
knowledge on how to build effective civic-oriented school/culture synergies that can
explicitly and purposefully promote young people’s democratic attitudes. This will include
good policy and practice examples of how to establish and run such partnerships at
national, regional or local level and how to support them as strategic tools in a concrete
and practical way. The Commission will then share this knowledge with key stakeholders
around the EU in an organised way, to support them in their efforts to enhance pupils’
citizenship education and democratic attitudes. This plan is outlined in the 2024 Annual
Work Programme for the implementation of the Creative Europe programme (p.41).

Civil society organisations, particularly those operating on the intersections between
education and cultural heritage), can play an essential role here. They can share insights on
how to build effective partnerships between culture and education that can enhance
citizenship education and promote civic attitudes and democratic behaviours. Drawing on
their unique repositories of local experience, knowledge and tradition, cultural
organisations can help educate and engage citizens of all ages and better equip them for
civic life in 21st century Europe.
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—Public
—Report

Creative Europe Networks praise the role of culture and
heritage for a robust democracy at 2023 Summit

(available on the Europa Nostra’s website)

On 27 September, Europa Nostra hosted the Creative Europe Networks Focus meeting
in the magnificent premises of the Venice Gardens Foundation, winner of a Grand Prix
of the European Heritage Awards / Europa Nostra Awards 2023 for the restoration of
the Napoleonic-era Royal Gardens of Venice. Around 60 participants, including
representatives of 11 Creative Europe Networks, joined the meeting organised in the
frame of the European Cultural Heritage Summit 2023 in Venice.

A
,
.
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The event focused on “Heritage for the Future: European values, citizenship and sense
of belonging through cultural heritage”. It is the second of a series of “Focus Meetings”
putin place by the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) to
explore key policy issues linked to the Creative Europe Programme and other
challenges that Europe faces today. These meetings are primarily open to all interested
Creative Europe Networks, but can also involve those
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interested in Creative Europe-funded platforms or projects as well as other cultural
stakeholders. Alejandro Ramilo, Project Adviser at EACEA, and Sneska Quaedvlieg-
Mihailovi¢, Secretary General of Europa Nostra, opened the meeting which was
moderated by Jimmy Jamar, Head of the Brussels Office of Europa Nostra.

The discussion focused on two primary aspects, which are closely interlinked. Firstly, on
the role culture and heritage play in strengthening European values and citizenship and
furthering a sense of belonging to a wider community; and secondly, on how education
can help strengthen civic engagement in democracy.

The discussion focused on two primary aspects, which are closely interlinked. Firstly, on
the role culture and heritage play in strengthening European values and citizenship and
furthering a sense of belonging to a wider community; and secondly, on how education
can help strengthen civic engagement in democracy.

The role of culture in nurturing democracy has long been emphasised. A recent review
of international research by the European Commission provides strong evidence that
confirms the enormous social and civic value of culture. Dr. Angelos Agalianos, Senior
Policy Officer in the Cultural Policy Unit of the European Commission’s Directorate-
General for Education, Youth, Sports and Culture, presented the report “Culture and
Democracy - the evidence”, published by the European Commission in June 2023. This
unique report reviews international evidence on this topic, distils key policy lessons
and highlights examples of successful actions from several EU Member States and
beyond. Itillustrates the many ways in which citizens’ participation in cultural
activities, and in the social settings that support them, helps individuals and
communities engage in civic and democratic life.
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In the run-up to the European elections in 2024, a compelling amount of international
research shows that citizens participating regularly in cultural activities are more
likely to vote, to volunteer and to participate in community activities, projects and
organisations.

Dr. Angelos Agalianos used Focus Meeting 2 to launch an Appeal for Information. He
asked participants to send information about existing civic-oriented school/culture
partnerships that are explicitly designed to enhance pupils’ citizenship education and
democratic attitudes. The Networks will receive a request (in the format of an online
EU-survey) and guidance on how to contribute.

From theory to action

Representatives from award-winning initiatives also took the stage to share
inspirational and tangible examples of how cultural participation can improve civic
engagement and bring communities together.

Simon O’Connor, Director of the Museum of Literature Ireland (MolLl), winner of a Grand
Prix of the European Heritage Awards / Europa Nostra Awards 2023, demonstrated the
museum’s outstanding ability to build a diverse and devoted audience in a short period
of time. Through innovative strategies like immersive experiences and events, MoLi has
managed to engage people from all backgrounds, particularly those who may not
typically engage with the literary artform.
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Claudia Apostol, Representative of A.R.A. — Architecture.Restoration.Archaeology,
winner of the first Costa Carras European Citizens Award for the Safeguard of
Endangered Cultural and Natural Heritage 2023, presented the organisation’s exemplary
work mobilising citizens to successfully promote and protect the outstanding heritage of
the historic mining landscape of Rosia Montana in Romania. In 2021, the site was
simultaneously inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List and on the World Heritage
List in Danger.

Towards the end of the meeting, Sneska Quaedvlieg-Mihailovi¢ read the Caceres
Declaration, which was adopted on 26 September during the informal meeting of EU
Ministers of Culture, under the frame of the Spanish Presidency. In an unprecedented
move, Ministers vowed to see culture placed at the highest policy level: “Culture is what
gives meaning to life. Culture broadens what is real through what is dreamt. Culture
turns the banal into the essential, the ephemeral into the eternal. Culture makes the
small giant, the perishable infinite. Culture is rights, Culture is freedom. Culture is
progress and, above all, democracy”. Participants applauded the declaration and called
for the greater integration and mainstreaming of culture and heritage across all policies,
of special relevance ahead of the 2024 European Parliament elections.

In her closing remarks, Cristina Loglio, Vice-President of Europa Nostra, recalled the
fundamental mission of the Creative Europe Networks to bring the cultural sector closer
together, aligning efforts with the EU for a more inclusive, sustainable and just future.
More information

Networks meeting: programme booklet | photo selection | Twitter thread
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The presentations of the Award Winners and the report from the European Commission
gave way to fruitful discussion where many of the participants also shared their own
examples of best practice. There was general agreement from the audience on the need
and desire to conduct further research on the intersection between cultural
participation and civic values, and to build on what has been achieved; as well as a call to
ensure that good policy and practices and research findings are taken forward to
decision makers across Europe.

Other examples of best practice included: a repurposed film production site in Berlin
that began as a community initiative over 30 years but that has now become a viable
and sustainable economic, ecological and cultural community; an organisation
conducting “sing tanks” which uses music as participatory engagement in schools; and
an example of one organisation reaching out to school children to promote heritage,
which has lead to a corresponding growth in its youth membership.

There was a broad consensus from the audience that participation needs to be viewed
in a new way, and this should be reflected in EU policy. The audience felt the Irish and
Romanian examples demonstrated this. There was also a general consensus that such
examples needed to go to the highest levels of government in the EU and in the
Member States, and that it was not enough to consult Culture Ministries.

In light of this, linkages were made with the Caceres declaration at the informal meeting
of the Ministers of Culture of the European Union on 25 and 26 September in the
framework of the Spanish Presidency of the Council of the EU. The participants broadly
agreed that the themes of the Declaration fit excellently into aims of the Focus Meeting
given its attention to the promotion of culture as an essential public good.
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Outcomes

e The launch of a future Call for information by the European Commission to
feed the upcoming Commission-led initiative “culture and promotion of
democracy” under the 2024 Creative Europe Annual Work Programme

e The endorsement of the Caceres Declaration and its values in the Venice
Manifesto “For a European Cultural Citizenship” launched on 29 November
2023 on the occasion of the 60th birthday of Europa Nostra, and
incorporating the outcomes of the European Cultural Heritage Summit 2023
in Venice, including the Networks Focus meeting “Heritage for the Future of
Europe: European values, citizenship and sense of belonging through cultural
heritage.”



—Reference
—Doecuments

« Venice Manifesto (English - French - Italian)
o Cdceres Declaration
« Report on “Culture and Democracy: the evidence”
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Report on “Culture and Democracy: the evidence”
How citizens’ participation in cultural activities enhances civic engagement, democracy
and social cohesion - lessons from international research

This report shows, with evidence, that citizens’ participation in inclusive cultural
activities has a clear and positive correlation with civic engagement, democracy and
social cohesion.

In June 2023, the European Commission published a report on how citizen
participation in cultural activities enhances civic engagement, democracy and social
cohesion. In the run-up to the European elections in 2024, international research
shows that citizens who participate regularly in cultural activities are more likely to
vote, to volunteer, and to participate in community activities, projects, and
organisations.

The report illustrates the many ways in which citizen participation in cultural activities,
and in the social settings that support them, helps individuals and communities engage
in civic and democratic life. It reviews international evidence on this topic, distils key
policy lessons and highlights examples of successful actions from several EU Member
States and beyond.

The report recommends that the objective of widening citizen cultural participation
could be strengthened in the Commission’s own dedicated actions for culture and get a
higher visibility in the existing Creative Europe programme. Boosting cultural
participation could also be further encouraged through existing EU actions for civic
engagement and participation in the EU, such as the Citizens, Equality, Rights and
Values programme. The report also highlights the need for more work on this topic as
foreseen in the EU Work Plan for Culture 2023-2026, which includes an action on
promoting democracy.

Upon its publication, European Commission Vice-President Margaritis Schinas said:

“Culture is at the heart of our democratic societies. Participating is shaping the
societies we live in. We need to harness this immense power of culture for the

democratic health of our societies. This report comes at a very good point in time,
and it will contribute to our efforts to deepen democracy and promote an inclusive
and engaged society as we support our cultural sectors.” The Vice-President also
tweeted about the report.

The report, which also gives guidance for actions at national and local levels, presents
evidence of the density of local cultural offerings and the volume of available public
funding are positively linked to patterns of civic and democratic behaviour. It
concludes with key policy lessons and a set of 14 concrete recommendations for
policy makers. This report is the result of a study announced in the EU Work Plan for
Culture 2019-2022.

The report and more information are available here.
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